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Particular, teamed by Mike Stevenson and trained by Peter Blood, won the New England Harness Writers “Hall of Fame*’ Pace at Foxboro
Raceway recently in 1:58.1. In the winners circle: Jack Ginnetti, Jean Emerson, Roger Slobody, Gary Piontkowski and friends.

PARTICULAR WINS NEW EN G LA N D HARNESS WRITERS PACE AT FO XB O RO
“Horse of the Year”, Particular, set
the stage for laurels by winning the New
England Harness Writers Pace, Sunday,
Sept. 21st, as a preview for the Awards
Banquet on Monday. This $10,000. Hall of
Fame Pace saw Pearl’s Falcon, in
recently from Roosevelt, cut the mile for
driver Steve O’Toole, tiring in the sloppy
going to finish second. Pinkney with
Tyler B. Butler followed the leader to the

half, but jumped coming to the wire,
causing Hill Billy Ore to be moved up to
third. With quarters in 27.4-58.3-1:28.2 the
son of Precious Fella won by two and a
half lengths in the 1:58.1 miles for
Michael Stevenson, replacement driver
for Blood who was serving three days.
This recently honored four year old
gelding has a life mark of 1:57 and is fast

approaching $100,000 in earnings. Owned
by Peter Blood, Roger Slobody and Gary
Piontkowski the “Horse of the Year”
was purchased as a yearling at Harrah’s
Casino Sale in 1983. The “bargain” colt
has the distinction of winning eight 2:00
miles in 1986. He has been listed twice
on the Foxboro program as a recordholder.

Blood, who also serves as trainer,
states that, “Particular has the best
manners in the world. He can be used on
the front end or off the pace and the mud
doesn’t bother him.”
The New England Harness writers
were very ‘“Particular” about choosing
a versatile pacer as “Horse of the Year”
in 1986.

IM P O R TAN T DATES & U PC O M ING EVENTS
Oct. 1 - Maine Breeders Stakes - two yr. trot & two yr. colt pace - Fryeburg
| Fair.
Oct. 2 - Maine Breeders Stakes - three yr. trot & two yr. filly pace - Fryeburg
Fair.
Oct. 3 - Maine Breeders Stakes - three yr. filly and colt pace.
Oct. 4 - S.O.A.N.E. Mixed Standardbred Sale - Foxoboro Raceway at noon.
Oct. 4 - Mass. Sire Stakes - Two & Three Year Olds - Fall Series Finals, Foxboro
Raceway.
Oct. 5 - Lewiston Raceway opener.
Oct. 5 - Fryeburg Fair - Mt. Skipper Pace *5,000 & Ed Keller Trot *3,500.
Oct. 11 - Old Glory Mixed Sale - Yonkers Raceway.

Oct. 11 - Sharlu Farm - Open House - Leverett, Mass.
Oct. 12 - Maine Breeders Stakes Finals - Lewiston Raceway - three year old
divisions.
Oct. 12 - Sharlu Farm - Open House - Leverett, Mass.
Oct. 12 - Del-Valley Standardbred Sale - Liberty Bell Park.
Oct. 13 - Fun Show - Standardbreds Welcome Hollis Equestrian Park, Hollis, Me.
Oct. 17 - North American Sale - Garden State Park, New Jersey.
Oct. 20 - Pine Tree Mixed Sale - Lewiston Raceway 10:00 A.M. Equipment before
and after.
Oct. 23 - Maine Harness Racing Commission meeting concerning date
assignments. Civic Center - Augusta, Maine.

Oct. 11 - Maine Breeders Stakes Finals - Lewiston Raceway - two year olds. Oct. 26 - New England Sulky Championships - Three Year Olds Foxboro Raceway.
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Letters to the Editor

Heeney Succumbs In Accident

Dear Editor;
The Trotting Horse Museum, home of
The Hall of Fame of the Trotter, will be
publishing its second Annual Weathervane Gift Store Catalog on October 1.
(Just in time for the holidays).
This 24 page publication contains
hundreds of gift items for horse lovers
of all ages. They are of extremely high
quality and priced to attract the dis
criminating buyer. Our book selection
alone is one of the finest in the country
- catering to all Standardbred owners.
Last year you were good enough to
advise your readers about our catalog
and we hope you will consider doing it
again. Because of budget limitations our
advertising costs must be kept as low as

By ED GRAY
A VETERAN harness race driver was killed in a chain-reaction collission of
four horses at Foxboro Raceway.
Driver Ken Heeney, 52, a native of Saratoga, N.Y., who won more than 1,500
races, was catapulted from the sulky and hit headfirst into the hubrail in the
sixth race, officials said.
The accident occured when Cody Lee, driven by Bruce Ranger, broke stride,
causing a chain reaction in which four horses — including W.C.’s Luck, driven
by Heeney - collided.
None of the horses in the accident finished the race.
Heeney was taken by ambulance to Norwood Hospital and apparently was dead
on arrival.
John Marshall, who drove Ideal Worth, suffered leg injuries in the 2:30 p.m.
accident and was also brought to Norwood Hospital for treatm ent. The other horse
in the accident was E .J. Star, driven by J. Carl Smith.
Heeney’s death came less than three months after Hall of Fam e driver Billy
Haughton died of head injuries suffered in a racing accident at Yonkers Raceway
in Yonkers, N.Y.
Like Haughton, Heeney was not wearing one of the newly-designed safety
helmets which have been made mandatory in New York since Haughton’s death.
The Massachusetts State Racing Commission is currently considering adopting
a sim ilar rule.
Heeney trained and drove popular pacer Royal Prince, who dominated New
England Invitational pacers m the 70s.
Heeney has been based in New England for 15 years and was involved in two
previous serious accidents in the last 10 years.

South Central Maine, long established horse facility. Ten stall barn,
sturdy paddocks, and mobli home. Beautiful main buliding includes 2
“show place” stalls, wash stall, sturdy pipe stocks, and drained concrete
floor. Ample & well lit office space. 40 acres of flat and well drained
land, which would easliy accommodate a hall mlle track. Unlimited
potential as breeding business, training center, turn out, horse sale barn,
retali horse supply, or any combination. Price: $275,000.

___________ Tel. 207-282-9295_____________

Notice! Date Change Maine Finals

Contact: Don Kilbreth, Kilbreth & Jacobs Realty, 101 East
Ave., Lewiston, Me. 04240. Tel. 207-784-4506.

To: All 2 Y ear Old M aine Standardbred B reeders Stakes 1986 E ligib les
At the request of L ew iston R acew ay and with the approval of the Maine Standardbred
B reeders and Owners A ssociation and further sanctioned by the M aine H arness R acing
C om m ission at a public m eetin g on August 28, 1986; the 2 year old M aine Standardbred
B reeders Stake R aces w ill be contested on Saturday, October 11,1986 at L ew iston R acew ay
instead of Sunday, O ctober 12, 1986.
This change applies only to 2 year old trotters, 2 year old colt pace and 2 year old filly
pace. All 3 year old even ts w ill still be con tested on Sunday, October 12, 1986 at Lew iston
R acew ay.________ ____________________________Thomas H. W ebster E xecutive D irector

PINE TREE MIXED SALE
Standardbred Racing & Breeding Stock

The Northeast Harness News is published monthly for $10.00 per year by Jean
B. Emerson of R.R. 4 Alfred Rd., Biddeford, Maine. Second class postage paid
Biddeford, Maine USPS 747-590. Postmaster send address changes to Northeast
Harness News RFD #3, Box 359, Boom Rd., Saco, Me. 04072.

Old Address:
City:______

LEWISTON RACEWAY
Bill Mosher, Auctioneer

\
\

Change Of Address Form
Date:

-

%
«

October 20th

Zip:

General Manager, Clayton Smith
Piesident, Harold Ralph
Tel. 207-846-5649

New Address:
Zip:
State:
City:______
Please check your mailing label for correct address and expiration of subscription, *
Please notify of a change immediately, second class mail is not forwarded.
*
Return to: Jean Emerson, Editor, Boom Rd. Saco, Maine 04072.

I
{

It’s Subscription Time....
Don’t Miss A Single Issue!

IN O R JH EA S T H AR N ES S NEW S
For those interested in the Standardbred sport in New England! To facilitate efficien cy
I initial subscriptions and renew als will be accepted im m ediately on a once yearly basis.
I Save Over Single Copy Issue!
Make Checks P ayable To: N ortheast Harness N ew s

$10.00 per year
I New_________ R e n e w _________ Print M ailing Address

York County Fun Show
Oct. 13th

(Standardbreds Welcome)
9:00 A.M.
Hollis Equestrian Park
Class Fee: $1.00 Enter On Arrival

Congratulations
To
ROBERT KERSCHNER
Who Purchased

AMERICAN DRAMA
At The Recent

CHECK NUMBER:-------------j

9:00 A.M.

Equipment Sells Before & After

- »
State:

Thank you for your cooperation
support.
Gail C. Cunard
Administrator

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

NORTHEAST HARNESS NEWS

Your Name:

possible; by contacting you directly with
this request we can reach a most
important audience.
The Weathervane Gift Store is ex
tremely important to the Museum be
cause, not only does it promote our first
love, the Standardbred, it allows us to
provide additional funding for our oper
ations. We hope you will help us.
The catalog is available for $1.00 (to
cover postage and handling) from
THE WEATHERVANE GIFT STORE
The Trotting Horse Museum
240 Main Street, Goshen NY 10924

N A M E : __________________________________ CHECK

DATE: ________

I A D D R E SS:______________________________________________________________________________
I
| _____________________________________________________________________ Z IP :______________
Return toZjJean JEmerson^ E d i t o r ^ o o m , Saco, Me. 04072

MAINE STANDARDBRED BREEDERS SALE
“We wish you best luck with this outstanding sales topper!”

DUPUIS FARM
Lynn-Marie Smith, Mgr., Saco, Me.
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New England Harness Writers Awards Banquet

Cliff Sunderland presents the 1986 Hall of Fame Award to Co-winner, Bret’s Star, Jim Doherty receives the 1986 Hall of Fame trophy presented by Harvey Robbins,
Bert Beckwith and Jack Ginnetti.
___________________ ..
accepting are Rodney and Ed Andrews.

Sam Brogna presents the 1986 Hall of Fame Horse Award to co-winner, Bret’s Bob Bennett accepts the 1986 Presidents Award for the Mass Sire Stakes program
from Jack Ginnetti._______ __ _____
Champ, accepting are Rodney and Ed Andrews.

The Frank Safford posthumous 1986 Hall of Fame award presented by Bobby Ted Wing receives the 1986 Hall of Fame trophy presented by Jean Emerson and
John Manzi.
____ ____________
Temple was accepted by James Hogan for the familv of Mr. Safford.

"Particular receives the 1686 Horse Of The Year Award presented by Foxboro Bill O'Donnell receives the 1986 Hall of Fame trophy presented by Harvey
Manager, Jim Lynch, to Gary Piontkowski and Peter Blood.
Robbins, Joe Vaccaro, John Hogan and Carl Scrivener.
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Vet Views

Conformation....The first step in yearling selection

rtn

z

By DOUGLASS B. HUTCHINS DVM
As fall approaches the catalogue’s
arrive, just in time to take summer
profits from racing and head for the
horse sales. The anticipation of purchasing a world champion yearling is the
dream of many horsemen but the reality
of only a lucky few.
Webster’s Dictionary defines conformation as ‘‘the form or outline of an
animal.” I always like to relate conformation to the function of the animal.
By application of this, the best performers (ie the fastest and soundest
racehorses), will transmit the desired
form and establish the type of horse
most desirable for a particular function
(ie racing).
To rapidly appraise an animal’s balance of conformation, the body is divided
into equal thirds (Fig 1). Best balance is
evidenced when the animals neck is long
and slender, not short and heavy. An
excessively large head adds unnecessary
weight to the end of the balance arm.
The horse should not be taller over the
croup than the whithers as this puts
added weight and strain on the front
legs, which are already supporting
60-65% of the total body weight.
The shoulder (scapula and humerus)
should be of good angle and position to
allow for proper advancement, elevation
in forward progression, and absorption
of concussion. Beware of the horse with
straight shoulders. The radius and ulna
should have length for muscle mass,
coupled with a short cannon bone. It is
better for a horse to be a little over in
the knees, (as this presents a slightly
flexed position), instead of back in the
knees, (calf knee) as this puts added
strain on the joint.
The fetlock should have sufficient
angulation to allow for maximum use of
tendons and ligaments in weight support,
concussion, and propulsion. Because of
their small size, pastern bones should be
positioned to utilize every bit of their
surface in absorbing and directing the
g — -a g
c-

tremendous forces they receive. (Fig. 2)
The foot is an outstanding example of
the relationship of form to function. It
must have the size, shape, and consistency to resist wear and tear, propel the
body, support body weight, reduce concussion, and return blood to the limb,
The foot is a subject in itself. I will
repeat what has been said many, many
times, "NO FROG, NO FOOT, NO
HORSE.”
Figure 3 illustrates the desirable
conformation of the hind limbs. In the
Standardbred racehorse a slightly sickljhocked animal is preferred to tiff"
straight hock. This tends to give the leg
a slightly flexed position, and more
pushing power from the hind end. Generally the horse with the narrow, thin
hocks, are more subject to disease, than
the larger, squarer, more developed
hocks.
Most people when observing a horse
will stand too close to the animal,
Always stand at a distance and try to
imagine the horse in a picture, surrounded by an imaginary frame. Note
the animal to be well proportioned and
compare each set of legs together. Be
sure that both knees, both ankles, and
both front feet are of similar size, shape,
and consistency. The same should apply
to the hind limbs,
Writing a paper on conformation is a
difficult task as this is a subject which
lends itself more readily to pictorial
comminucation. However, in summary,
look your selection over carefully, especially at a distance. Look for the well
proportioned animal, with the sharp
looking head and eye (ie that intelligent
look). Remember that the advantage of
going to the horse sales over breeding
that old gray mare, is that we can buy
what we like, and not what Mother
Nature give us. If all else fails, and you
just plain like your yearling selection,
BUY HIM OR HER! Lady luck has dealt
many winners when it comes to buying
horses.
g
»

Congratulations To B.J.’S ARDOR 2.2=10.31.
And To Owner-Trainer: John T. Lynch and Driver: Marc Mosher for their outstanding winning
performances in the 2 yr. old Maine Stakes trotting division at Scarborough 2:10.3 and Farmington 2:11.

Ador wins easlly for driver, Marc Mosher at Scarborough Downs. The Keystone Tryst two year old trotting filly it owned by John Lynch.

From The Proud Sire: KEYSTONE TRYST 200
(Fastest Trotting Stallion Standing In New England)
For Information on 1987 bookings call:

Donald Wight 207-326-8617 or Frank Woodberry 207-326-4947.

f ^ Maine Breeders Sale Results w f
APRIL STAR
John Whitney
GAELIC BRIO
Stan Whittemore
MANDIE
Harold Deslandes
MIJA ROMA PEARL
Harold Deslandes
MORNING STORM
Bruce Espinos
PURSLANE
Vina) Goss
WELLINGTON PRIDE
Walter Leland
MOVING STORY
Charlene Brogan
ROYAL BUNNY
Bert Fernald
BANBURY BLACK BYRD
Judy Burke
CORGEN FULLA TIME
Stan Whitemore
FANNY MAE BYRD
Carl Chamberlin
FORMAL ALLIANCE
Bill DiBiase
GOLDIE’S MICHELLE
Stan Whittemore
SKITTISH
Bill DiBiase
GAELIC BARONESS
Elmer Ballard
TRYSTIST
Milch Gallant
BLONDIE 0
Bill DiBiase
LARRY’S LA BYRD
Bill DiBiase
ROYAL PROMISE
Elmer Ballard
CORGEN’S DREAM
Vinal Goss
M.H.T. SKIPPER
Clayton Smith
READY REX
Ralph Giggle
MOVING BY STEPH
Ronald Farris
TRYST SAKE
Bartlett & Loiko
MOUNTAIN JOHN
Richard Howard
HENRY RIDGECREST
Bill DiBiase
GAELIC NORMANO
Clayt Dickerson
GAELIC NIKE
Kennebec Pace
SILENT 0
Clayton Smith
BRAVO’S DREAM
Bill Loubier
C.A. MIRACLE
Bill DiBiase
GAELIC SUGAR BABY
Marilyn Young
PHILENA P.
Robert Roy
ALVIN’S STAR
Bill DiBiase
GAELIC TOUROMANO
Marilyn Branagan
TRYST TO REMEMBER
Walter Leland
AMERICAN DRAMA
Robert Kershner
CROWN OF LUCK
Phil LeConte, Sr.
BYE BYE POWER
Bill DiBiase
SONORA WIND
Mitch Gallant
NEWTON LOBELL
Stan Whittemore
GAMDEN HILLS RAVEN
Reggie Young
BRETTS SIS
Morton Goodell
EUNICE
Delbert E llis Jr.
TOOTSIE
Stan Whittemore
BETTING IMAGE
Reggie Young
CINDY’S REBEL
David Stratton
K.J.’S REBEL
Bill DiBiase
LEAPIN LIZZIE
John Durfee
MARY’S DATE
Nick Nappi
BRET’S BEST BET
Bill DiBiase
STAN’S FILLY
Francis Tambolleo
SUPER RIBBON
P. Solataire & S. Rose
BETH DEAN
Stan Whittemore

(Blitzen-M iss Evander)

$125

(Nevele Pilot-Betty Byrd)

$100

(Good Knight Star-Sharo Moraka)

$500

(Trusty Dream-Ranlom M issy)

$600

(Romano Hanover-Leonora Barmin)

$600

(Skipper Glen-Corgen Fulla Tim e)

$100

(Peanut Gallery-Country Kim)

$250

(The Andover Story-Keep Moving

$800

(Royal Reward-Greenacres Bunny)

$100

(Fulla Napoleon-Winged Byrd)

$250

(Fulla Napoleon-Corgen Tim e)

$100

(Poplar Byrd-Lentch’s Helen)

$250

(Formal Notice-Speedy Charmer)

$250

(Steady Spirit-Golden D iscovery)

$200

(Speedy Scot-Cherish & sucking filly)

$3,600

(Nevele Pilot-Banbury Black Byrd)

$1,850

(Keystone Tryst-Belle F ire)

$1,700

(Stephen O-Blondie Baroness)

$1,500

(Empire Larry-Byrd’s Symphony)

$2,200

(Romano Hanover-Cash Prom ise)

$1,000

(Trusty Dream-Corgen Fulla Tim e)

$500

(Skipper Knox-Fanny Mae Byrd)

$1,600

(Ready Set Go-Hayburner)

$1,500

(Stephen O-Keep Moving)

$1,300

(Keystone Tryst-Little Balynca)

$2,400

(H.T. John-Mountain Heather)

$500

(Rusty Range-Mountain Katie)

$1,500

(Romano Hanover-Namahana)

$3,500

(Romano Hanover-Napoloen's Queen)

$3,400

(Stephen O-Silent Partner)

$1200

(Bravo Bret-Southern Maine)

$2100

(Gallantry-Spudomiler)

$2,250

(Keystone Tryst-Sugar Spur)

$4,300

(Persuadable-Take The Bit)

$1,700

(A.O.’s Alvin-Third Star)

$2,100

(Romano Hanover-Tourterelle)

$1,600

(Keystone Tryst-Thunderbar)

$1,500

(Peanut Gallery-White Oasis)

$4,600

(Lindy’s Crown-Out of Luck)

$425

(Big Power-Adioo Bye Bye)

$1,000

(Tar Hanover-Step Adrena)

$1,300

(Nero-Native Celebrity)

$175

(Raven Hanover-Sweet Sally)

$500

(Scotch Banker-Sarah T. Knight)

$600

(Skipper Knox-Fannie Mae Byrd)

$300

(Raven Hanover-Fannie Mae Byrd)

$250

(Striking Image-Meadow B et)

$600

(Rebel Bret-DeLeon Cindy)

$900

(Rebel Bret-K.J.K.)

$1,500

(Rebel Bret-White Oasis)

$1,600

(Mandate-Mary G. Butler)

$2,000

(Rebel Bret-Bouncing B et)

$2,000

(Bret Hart-Donna Lee Knight)
(Nansemond-Speedy Ribbon)

$300
$1,000

(No breeding listed)
$100
(Horses not listed w ere out) Total sales: $68,825.
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Farmington Fair Update Byblanchechase
As the dust settles on the infield, and time of 2:05.2.
the last of the horses are trucked through Marc Mosher was the leading driver of
the gate, we realize that Farmington the week, and received an engraved
Fair is over for another year. Although placque from the Farmington Horse
the weather stayed cool and rain threat men. This young driver is 18 and will
ened, Farmington Races saw their bear watching in the future.
handle up slightly more than last year. Brenda M. McCarthy was honored in
A new track record was set, awards the winners circle for being marshall
were given, and memories once again (for the horses) all week, and was
will be pasted in our scrap books.
presented with a beautiful bouquet of
The blanket program which draws an long stemmed carnations, compliments
ample supply of horses, of which the of the horsemen.
owners hope to get their share, is run by Ernie Cobb was honored for 25 years
Shannon Smith and Blanche Chase. service, including the calling of the races
These two girls start this program in the
Farmington, and received an en
early spring by mailing applications and at
graved plaque from the Franklin County
explanatory letters to people they hope Agricultural Society. He was also pres
will eventually become sponsors. In ented an engraved watch, and his wife a
early June they accumulate these appli lovely corsage from the Farmington
cations and take note of how many more Horsemen.
will be needed to complete the 113 dashes The feature race of the day was the
that will be held during the meet in Sept, Murray Smith Memorial Trot. Murray
as each winining horse will be the will be remembered by his family and
recipient of one of these colorful trophy friends long after the last horse is called
coolers. The work is long and tiring, but
the rewards are the smiles on the faces to post. A truly great man and friend will
of the owners of each horse as they come be missing from the crowd, but never
into the winners circle to receive their forgotten.
trophy. A heartfelt thank you to each At the end of the day the horsemen and
sponsor who once again made the their families gathered in front of the
barns for their annual cookout. Everyone
blanket program a huge success.
A new track record for trotters enjoyed hotdogs, hamburgers, corn on
previously held by Candyman Speed in the cob, and ice cold drinks. A beautiful
the time of 2:05.3 was broken by David’s horseshoe cake made by Aggie Dorin
Choise, a four year horse by Florida Pro, was also presented to Ernie Cobb and his
owned by Donnell Graham of Farm- wife. The cookout is an annual event put
ingdale. He was trained by Paul Hanley on by the Farmington Horsemen under
and driven by Richard Barlett Sr. in the the direction of Phil Coty.

Broodmare Of The Month

H.A. Linda

Early in September, with Don Rich
ards as passenger, John E. March toured
Scarborough’s track the short way. The
pair reached the half in 59.1 and wobbled
home winners in 2:04.2. Its not the way
Don Richards likes to win races, but
considering the equine family the ex
treme early speed should be no big
surprise.
John E. March, was born on the
birthdate of his namesake, classy horse
owner, John March. When John March
lived, he was a much loved lifelong
owner of horses. His best, of course, was
The Andover Story.
John E. March, the horse, is out of
Shawsheen Lady, and she is a sister to
Honest Linda. No more need be said.
Everyone who ever watched races at
Scarborough Downs watched Honest
Linda cut a .58 second half. It was back
before speed miles were common, and at
the time was probably the fastest half
ever paced there. Some said it was on a
bet, some said out of spite. In any case
Honest Linda, and just about every other
horse in the family have speed, but
independence of mind as well.
The family springs from honest Ohio
Stock. H.A. Linda, the matriarch, is a
full sister to H.S. Lindatime, dam of
Title Holder and Charter Captain, two
midwest pacing machines of the last
decade. H.A. Linda was not so pro
ductive.
Her first colt earned $66,000 nearly 20
years ago, but Sgt. Major Vousa was the
first of the family to race in Maine. Don
Richards believes that if this colt had
been sound he would have redeemed the
entire family. He was named for a war

By ANTHONY j. aliberti
hero, and Sgt. Major Vousa lived up to
his name, pacing around 2:05, game
every step of the way.
There was enough promise in Vousa,
a Maine stakes horse when the series
was still shaky itself, to go after Honest
Linda the next colt from tne dam. Honest
Linda had a wild brush of speed. But she
could also be pacing at a two minute clip
one moment and stick in her toes the
next. She barely earned $10,000 but
provided at least as many thrills along
the way.
The Andover Story came next, and
though he paced the first two minute
mile over Scarborough half mile track
and has approximately $100,000 in earn
ings, there are fans in the stands who
refuse to watch his final quarters.
“Andy” is as fast as any good horse,
always has been, but he doesn’t like
being passed, and might just as easily
stop entirely as fight back. One
memorable Foxboro trip Don Richards
tried to counter with the whip, and in a
flash the entire field whizzed by.
Compared to the rest of the family,
John E. March fits right in. But just
because the family has yet to produce a
genuine star it is not to be discounted.
Where there is speed there is potential.
Both Honest Linda and the unraced
Shawsheen Lady are committed to the
Maine Breeders program, and with
patience and luck one may just produce
a stable colt, one who tempers speed
with manners and can pace the second
half just as fast as the first. When that
day comes the patience of the John
March family will be well remembered.

“Many thanks to m y old customers and new patrons as we
close out the summer season and prepare for the winter
months.”
E.S. Lowell, Blacksmith 207-282-3131.
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Talking Horse Sense
About The English Language
BY RICHARD LEDERER
When is a choice not really a choice?
When it’s a H obson’s choice. Thomas
Hobson (1544-1631), the owner of a
Cambridge livery stable gave his cus
tomers tne dubious choice of taking a
horse in its proper turn or taking none
at all. To prevent the ruin of his best
mounts, Hobson tolerated no picking and
choosing insisting that each rider take
the horse next in line, the one nearest the
stable door. Thus, when somebody offers
you a H obson’s choice, you are really
being offered no choice at all.
When you k ic k up your heels, you are
acting like a horse out in the field that
frisks with the careless abandon of a
colt. Closely related is cool your heels,
applied to situations in which one is kept
waiting. This figure of speech dates back
to the early 17th century expression “ to
cool one’s hoofs.” Here the reference is
to the saddle horse who, during a long
journey, has to stop and lie down, to cool
its overheated hoofs.
Now that we’re o ff and ru n n in g (an
echo of the track announcer at the start
of a horse race), we don’t have to sta rt
from scratch. In racing, the “ scratch”
is the starting line, a demarcation that
is sometimes actually scratched in the
turf,
I hope you can tell that I didn’t write
this column on the spur o f the m om ent,
In this figure, the moment is compared
to a bespurred rider mounted upon a
person who is spurred on by the
moment’s sharp prodding.
In this space, I’ve tried to lead a horse
to language and make you think. I trust
that you do not feel that you’ve gone on
a wild-goose chase. Surely (you contend)
a wild-goose chase can nave nothing to
do with the terminology of horse. But it
does.
During the English Middle Ages, there
was a popular type of horse racing in
which tne lead horse could go off in any
direction, and the succeeding horses had
to follow the course of the leader at
precise intervals. Because the pattern
established was akin to the flight of wild
geese in a V formation, the event
became known as a wild-goose chase.
I do hope that I haven’t ridden
roughshod over you and that you won’t
horse's mouth. look a gift horse in the mouth.
A hackney once signified a horse or
A horse is roughshod (“ rough-shoed” )
carriage for hire. That°s why cab drivers when the nails of its shoes project,
in New York are sometimes called allowing for more sure-footed progress
hackies, and th at’s why we use the but also damaging the ground over which
term s hack w rite r and hackneyed it gallops. Thus, to ride roughshod over
expression. Like the hackney carriages people means to advance oneself ruthand small, half-breed hackney horses, lessly at their expense,
hack w riters and hackneyed cliches, like
D o n ’t look a g ift horse in the m outh
“ at this point in tim e” and “ dead as a is one of the oldest proverbs known. It
doornail, ’ are cheap and easy for anyone has been traced back to a 420 A.D. Latin
to rent out and abuse.
text of St. Jerom e, who labeled it a
Now I’m starting to move along common saying.
hellbent for leather. The reference here
The age and health of a horse can be
is to riding a horse at breakneck speed, ascertained by examining the condition
with leather referring to the saddle, and number of its teeth. Although an
bridle and stirrups, which take a beating animal may appear young and frisky, a
during a hard ride.
close inspection may reveal that it is
Back in the 14th century, persons of long in the tooth and ready for the glue
lofty rank were mounted on high horses factory. Thus it is considered bad man— great, heavy chargers used in tour- ners to inspect the teeth of a horse that
naments and battles. Hence, g et o ff your has been given you and, by extension, to
high horse means stop putting on inquire too closely into the cost or value
arrogant, superior airs.
of any gift.
Is hobby a shortening of hobbyhorse?
But if you are buying a horse from
In a word, yes. The connection is that trader, you are advised to determine its
some people pursue their hobbies with age and health by examining the teeth
the same childlike zeal that romper stra ig h t from the h o rse’s m outh, the
roomers ride their hobbyhorses.
precise source of this column.
Horses were eaten in the Old Stone
Age and in later periods were broken and
ridden, mounted by knights and soldiers,
used for farm animals and hitched to
coaches and buggies. That’s why we say,
“I’m so hungry I could eat a horse” and
why we still m easure engines by horsep^er
The time has come for us to talk some
horse sense. I’m feeling my oats today,
champing (not chomping) at the bit and
eager to give free rein to horsing around
with the English language.
So prick up your ears and listen to how
often we compare people with horses disc jockeys who play records by a stable
of stars, coltish lasses with ponytails,
dark horse candidates who are groomed
to give the frontrunners and old war
horses a run for their money, and work
horses who, although saddled with galloping inflation, can’t wait to get back in
harness each Monday at the old stamping (not stomping) ground.
Now, straight from the horse’s mouth,
here is a glossary of less obvious equine
expressions in our language. Learning
the origins of these phrases will help you
to see that English is really a horse of
a different color.
Rather than putting the cart before the
horse, let’s go at the subject full tilt.
What image does the expression go fu ll
tilt conjure up in your mind’s eye? It is
of knights riding straight at one another
at full gallop and with lances tilted while
jousting? That is just how the saying

- - - - - - - F OR S A L E - - - - - - Two exceptional yearling colts by Best Jeffrey. Can be seen
at Lavish Acres. Call: Frank Withee 207-946-5388.

Profile:

Manny Robinson — a tough soldier

Manny Robinson receives the State of Maine Pace trophy from Gorham publicity
director, Red Boutilier after winning with Clever Widower, defeating the New
England Champ, Tidemite.
By Robert Lowell
It was a typical beach landing in the years, has literally been just about every
Pacific Theater of World War H. A where. - Hollywood Park, Maywood
young soldier jumps from a landing craft Park in Chicago, and Freehold, New
into the sea and into the heat of the Jersey. In 1962 after winning the leading
battle. His feet don’t touch bottom, but driver title at Rockingham defeating
he can swim a little. The soldier looks Keith Waples and Bucky Day, he moved
back quickly and the boat is pulling on to Freehold. There he won another
away. The enemy is leveling gunfire at title beating national driving champ Bob
him from shore batteries.
Farrington and Anthony Abbatiello for
A young G.I., Manny Robinson says, the honors. He received the trophy at the
“I knew it was time to s— or git.”
Life can be a battle, but Manny, Playboy Club in Freehold.
whether it be war or a racing campaign, Manny admits, “I drank rum and
knows what it is like to fight back. He’s chased women, but I never gambled.”
a survivor. In war, Manny fought with He adds that when a driver is on top, he’s
the best and in racing he drove with the invited to the parties. He continues, “If
you don’t go, you don’t drive their
best.
He reflects, “You name them; I was horses.”
But he says, when it was time to drive,
there.”
It was December 9, 1941, two days he was always in a fit condition. Manny
after Pearl Harbor, Manny found who recalls driving world class pacer
himself shipping out for Melbourne, Adios Harry for owner Luther Lyons at
Australia, aboard the John Erickson. Yonkers and Roosevelt, made the top in
Manny’s unit was the 132nd Infantry the sport. He comments, “I raced with
Division. More popularly known as the the world’s best-Haughton, Dancer,
“Ameri-Cal” Division it bore the brunt Filion, Farrington. When I climbed into
of some heavy fighting.
a sulky and put my feet in the stirrups,
On New Caldonia, he first met and I knew I was the best; I didn’t think it.
shook hands with Caesar himself, Gen I knew it.”
eral Douglas MacArthur, and he recalls Asked who was the hardest man to
seeing General George Patton a few beat, Manny replies, “Herve Filion. He
times during his Army stint but adds that
he never met “Old Blood and Guts.” has beautiful hands.” He continues,
Manny, a soldier out of the “Filion was the best, a tough man.”
MacArthur-Patton mold, was a hard- Speaking of Haughton, Manny says,
nosed, sabre-steel, tough fighting man “Billy knew you today and tomorrow.
who once admitted that he wept at night Poor or rich or walking in the gutter, he
during battle. He saw his friends slaugh would talk with you.”
He says, “Name the old timers and I
tered.
Wounded three times, first at raced with them.” He can remember the
Guadalcanal where he was decorated big man, Frank Safford, and at Saratoga
with the Purple Heart, Manny was Manny raced with Aubrey Rodney. He
plastered with shrapnel at Bougainville, goes back a long way.
in the Solomon Islands, and knocked out Manny has been involved in race track
of the war. Shipped back to the states, wrecks, too. There was Maywood Park
he was stationed in Maryland when and Rockingham Park. After Rock, he
President Roosevelt died.
moved his stable to Gorham where he
Manny was one of eight from the drove with a broken arm and a broken
entire military chosen to serve as a pall leg. It was at Gorham where he upset a
bearer for FDR. In addition to the heavy New England favorite, Tidemite,
Purple Heart, he wore a Presidential with Clever Widower. A popular catchCitation, South Pacific Battle ribbon driver in Maine, he scored victories with
with two stars, Silver Star, a Silver
Cross and last but not least, a left knee Mungo Hanover and Sampson’s Lady for
the Clearview Stable in 2:021/5 at Union.
cap made of silver.
Manny has buried his father-in-law, a
After the war, he followed his fatherin-law, Charley Archer into racing. When brother, Hartford, and a President. He
Archer died in a racing spill. Manny took witnessed his friends being mowed down
over the stable. Manny who says he has and ground up by the cruelties of war.
seen a lot of sorrow, also had a brother Manny has been through life’s wringer.
Whether it be beach heads of the
killed driving a race in Hinsdale.
A native of the Harrington, Delaware, Eastern Hemisphere, or coast to coast
area, Manny is currently the trainer for harness racing, Manny has kept driving.
the Wildot Stable. After racing at A trainer now, he has had his share of
Scarboro this past summer, Manny will trials, but he’s still on the firing line.
be taking forty head to winter train at
He exclaims, “Ive threatened to quit
Harrington later this month.
this business a thousand times, but I
Manny who raced a 25-30 head stable can’t.”
on the front lines of harness racing for
“I Love It.”
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Claude Hebert

The superb trotting stallion...
By Robert Lowell
One of the most familiar figures in the Harold Birmingham of Houlton.
stable area in recent seasons at Scarboro Sired by Clay Watts and from a dam
Downs is Claude Hebert. With fifty years called Northern Belle, the horse had
of harness racing experience, Hebert has been given a mark of 2:12 at Houlton by
a lot of horse savvy and a half century Avery, in 1936. But Hebert says, “He hit
of memories.
his knees.” They had raced him with
(Nevele Pride 1:54.4-Weeping Cherry 2:05.3)
If you can catch Hebert in the track steel plates under the leather on the
kitchen, pull up a chair and have a cup boots. Hebert says the banked turns
will return again in 1987 to...
to feed and keep them eating right. When today would have helped but adds, “I
it comes to training, he notices quickly raced him on the ice with just felt knee
how a horse is rigged and how to improve boots and he never hit.”
THE DUPUIS FARM
them.
Hebert who hails from Madawaska,
- * He tells the Northeast Harness News Maine, drove the horse himself and
Buxton Rd., Saco, Maine
that he bought his first race horse in 1937 comments that Captain Watts could pace
during the great depression. He paid a a quarter in .29 seconds flat. He never
tidy sum of $200, considerable for the sold the Captain. He had a place in Due to an injury on the racetrack this stallion will afford
times. He bought Captain Watts from Hebert’s heart. He reflect’s “I fell in breeders the opportunity to produce quality fillies and colts
of coffee with him. He’ll tell you about love with him; I couldn’t help myself.”
all the old timers like Earl Avery and
Claude Hebert putshis heart into for the Maine Stakes and New England Sulky Championships.
Sep Palin from a byegone era. He racing. He’s dedicated, up early and
remembers it as if it were yesterday, hard working. But now with the season Springfest has a powerful trotting background. His sire also
One of the most colorful personalities over at Scarboro, he’ll betaking thetrail
at Scarboro, Hebert is knowledgeable, north. That’s the way it is in the has produced Incredible Nevele 1:56 — Rosemary 1:57.4 —
Bonefish 1:58.1 — Nevele Diamond 1:58.3, to name a few.
He has a way with horses. He knows how Northeast.

SPRINGFEST *. ^

His dam’s foals have all shown early speed, an important
factor in today’s market. The grand dam, Gay Blossom 2:00
$111,678 was a Hambletonian Filly Division winner.
This is the type of breeding one would expect in “blue grass”
country. Until his offspring become of racing age he will stand
at Private Treaty, a very reasonable stallion service charge
to be paid by owners at the time of breeding. The farm
reserves the right to approve mares.

Claude Hebert and Captain Watts.

Wanted: Colts To Break
Includes feed, training & shoeing — $70. per week.
Call: 207-943-2372 or 207-943-2444 Oak Ridge Farm
(Check with us about transportation).

J.
-Springfest wins at Freehold Raceway in 2:03

Cumberland Record To Chester Baron

Inquiries Welcomed!
Please Call:
THE DUPUIS FARM
Lynn-Marie Smith, Manager
207-284-4726
I am interested in breeding to the trotting stallion,

SPRINGFEST
Mare’s Name:
Sire:________

Race Mark:
Dam:

Production Record:
Owner’s Name-Address-Telephone

The indomitable Chester Baron broke the track record during the recent meet
with an impressive mile quarters in .28-58.3-1:27.4 for a 1:58.3 mile driven by
Frank Withee for owner Mary Perry. The trotter Frankenshew also set a new
mark of 2:03.4 for Francis Inman during this meet.

Return to: Lynn-Marie Smith, Mgr. Tel. 207-284-4726
THE DUPUIS FARM
Buxton Rd., Saco, Me 04072

Age:
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MAINE STANDARDBR]
Cumberland

Maine Stakes colts counted down as
the series passed through Cumberland
Among the two year olds B.J.’s Deerrips returned to the winners circle and
Chyinbro Marx won his first heat. All
season this division has been chasing
Persuadable Too and Waltz On Jeff, but
this week at Cumberlandl the top two
played second fiddle.
In the two year old filly division the
super horse, Lavish Image, took th#L
week off. It was her first rest all season.
In her place Bet Lyn Bonus notched her
fourth consecutive win. Charbet Betty
won for Francis Inman, with John
Nasoon’s Pine River Lady second. The
Tar Hanover miss seems better each
week.
The juvenile trotters have produced no
less than seven different winners. Last
week Carlton Chamberlin’s, Galen

Fryeburg 1

J’S RING OF FIRE

The preliminaries are over. The final
Maine stakes leg swept through Fryeburg
Fair, and by the time the last heat was
history owners and trainers were looking
ahead to the finals.
Persuadable Too made quick work of his
division reversing a loss at Cumberland, but
the surprise of the week, and perhaps the
shocker of the season was Chinbro Marx. This
son of Skipper Knox has been a contender
each week, but until he won his first stakes
event at Cumberland he was merely a stage
setter. Now he will be the only two year old
colt working a win streak when the top eight
contest the final Saturday, October il.
In the two year old filly division the super
horse, Lavish Image, returned after a week’s
rest and promptly earned her eleventh
consecutive stakes victory. Charbet Betty
firmed her place in the finals by winning the
second heat. It was her second win in as
many weeks.
J ’s Ring Of Fire won his fourth heat of the

Farm ington
THREE YEAR OLDS

PERSUADABLE TOO

LAVISH IMAGE

COLTS $3,687 2:03.2
1. LINMAR WILLIE-M. Mosher
2. Maine Starskipper
3. Laser Throckmorton
4. Gaelic Nevele
5. High Range
COLTS $3,687 2:03.1
1. KIMMIC WAL-S. Mancine
2. Willy Washer
3. Romie’s Super Jet
4. Denny’s River King
5. Chinbro Super Knox
FILLIES $2,920 2:06.3
1. RACE ME TONIGHT-C.S. Smith
2. Miss Worthy Bret
3. Sarah Bly
4. Mary Nay
5. Trusty Antigone
FILLIES $3,520 2:04.2
1. HONEY’S BEST-D. Mitchell
2. Brittany Three
3. M.K.’s Dream
4. Flicka Swift
5. Jolo Linda
TROTTERS $2,403 2:12.3
1. CLOVERS LEAF-P. Battis
2. Clover Rainbow
3. Nonesuch Splendor
4. Flora Ridgecrest
5. Chinbro Knox Bren
TROTTERS $2,403 2:06.3
1. SWEET ROSIE O-J. Nason
2. Knotch Hill Sis
3. Race Me Richard
4. Careless Comet
5. Westridge Peter

Northeast Harness News, October 1986 — Page 9

:D BREEDERS STAKES

Stakes
Results
Ridgecrest, won with Don Richard at the

controls.
The three year old trot division goes
the way of Sweet Rosie 0. Though it took
time for her to come around, and she
remains a bit erratic, she is the speed
trotter of the division. With an ailing Dr.
DiBiaso in the stands, John Nason had
the trotter in high hear as they drew off
from the field in 2:07.3. Race Me
"' Richard was second.
Honey’s Best has yet to be beaten by
three year old fillies. She added an
effortless Cumberland win to her card,
while in the other division JoLo Linda
added her second win in as many starts.
The three year old colt division is wide
open. Willy Washer and High Range
earned Cumberland wins. With only the
top eight invited, post position and
racing luck will be a dominant factor.

air Results
season to lead the juvenile trotters. Galen
R idgecrest w as second in an open division.
Tne three year old trot fell to speed horse
R ace Me R ichard, Knotch Hill Sis, never
w orse than third for the series w as second,
pre-race favorite, Sw eet R osie 0 , finished
fourth.
Honey’s B est rem ains the only unbeaten
three year old filly. She added an effortless
Fryeburg win to her card, w hile in the other
division, Brittany Three won her first stakes
race ever.x
The three year old colt divisions fell to
Maine Starskipper and High Range. Willy
W asher and L aser Throckmorton w ere s e c 
ond. All four w ill return to contest the finals.
The Maine stak es finals are scheduled for
Lewiston R acew ay, with two year old called
to post Saturday October 11 and three year
olds facing the starter Sunday afternoon
October 12. The six even ts are expected to be
worth 90,000. A ltogether the 1986 program
will be worth m ore than 450.000.

•” -.....

k n o t c h h il l sis

Stakes Results
TWO YEAR OLDS
COLTS $2,751 2:04.2
1. WALTZ ON JEFF-P. Battis
2. Lisa’s Frasier Boy
3. John E. March
4. Kan Do Kid
5. Ritas Baron
COLTS $2,751 2:04.0
1. PERSUADABLE TOO-D. Richards
2. Windsor Baron
3. B.J.’s Deerrips
4. Mohawk Election
5. Chinbro Marx
FILLIES $1,764 2:06.1
1. LAVISH IMAGE-P. Battis
2. Pine River Lady
3. Marathon Marge
4. Windsock Wisty
<
5. Carbet Betty
FILLIES $2,491 2:08.0
1. BET LYN BONUS-K. Switzer
2. Gaelic Sapphire
3. Notsew
4. C. Anchor Sue
5. Windsock Diana
TROTTERS $1,715 2:15.1
1. HURRICANE AILEEN-M. Graffam
2. Windsock Frances
3. Miss Copperstar
4. J ’s. Ring Of Fire
5. Buns A Fire
TROTTERS $1,843 2:11.0
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

B.J.’S ARDOR-M. Mosher
Galen Ridgecrest
Harolds Express
Molly Ockett
Gaelic Fame

MAINE
STARSKIPPER
— — — — — isii — hi ii

HONEY’S BEST

i
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New Record At Rochester

ROCHESTER — A track speed record
that had lasted for more than five years
was broken recently at Rochester Fair.
Freeman Parker of Cornish, Maine set
a blistering 2:00.2 pace that cut nearly
two seconds from the existing track
record with Armbro Blaze, owned by
Donald and Linda Marean of Standish,
Maine.
It was on the first day in the eighth
race of a 11-meet session that the track
pace record of 2:02, held by Alfred
“Bucky” Day was cut by nearly two
seconds.
Day set his Rochester Fair track
record in 1980. He shattered Norman
Myott’s record of 2:02.5 set in 1937 when
Myott drove Raymond Henley to the new
mark.
Day died in March, 1985. He raced m
Foxboro, Mass, and Rockingham Park,
N.H. before that track closed. He was

NEW HAMPSHIRE SIRE STAKES

well known throughout the Maine racing
circuit.
Day and Parker were close friends for
many years.
Parker is known throughout the Maine
racing circuit and has nearly 3,500
lifetime wins in harness racing. He has
won the Jessie Brown Trophy three
times at Rochester Fair, earning the
title in 1966, 1967, 1968 and again in 1970.
Parker is known in national racing
circles as the “ King of the Minor League
Racers.” He is known as a catch driver
who never refused to drive a horse for
an owner and could make any animal
perform at its peak without using a whip.
Rochester Fair Racing Director
Frank Osgood, said he credits the track
condition and the fine racing weather
with helping send Parker and Armbro
Blaze to a new track record.

Lotteries Develop Megaplan
Sixteen years ago, while people were
sitting around wondering what effect off
track betting might have in New York,
the state legislature in the dark of night
enacted the law and ended the specu
lation. It sharply changed the face of ontrack betting and attendance forever.
Today, a similar parlor game is played
at racing gatherings everywhere. Do
lotteries affect pari-mutuel handle, and
if so to what extent? To get an idea of
what has happened with lotteries and to
racing, consider these few figures from
Eugene Christiansens’s study of 1985
gross annual wagering in Gaming and
Wagering Business this summer. First,
keep in mind that it is now 22 years since
the first modern state lottery was
introduced in New Hampshire, and that
only $4.6 million was wagered on state
lotteries in 1965. In 1985, 22 states and the
District of Columbia had lotteries, and
the gross wager on them was $10.21
billion, just under the $10.49 billion that
was bet on-track on horse racing of all
kinds last year.
To get an even better perspective,
state lottery sales increased 25.6% in
1985, and have increased 149.8% in the
last four years. Four states that have
had particularly tough sledding with
horse racing in recent years are Illinois,
Massachusetts, New York and Penn
sylvania, and each of those states sold
over one billion dollars worth of lottery
tickets in 1985.
Two m a jo r re a s o n s for th is
phenomenal growth are outlined by
Christiansen m his study: “What ap
pears to be happening is that the
extensive advertising of state lotteries,
and even more extensive media attention
given to the winners of state lottery
games, is stimulating a pandemic ap
petite for lottery games of all kinds,
illegal as well as legal.” And Chris
tiansen concludes, “Sales in mature
lotteries are heading for a plateau, but
the younger operations, including giant
California, are far from mature. New
legalizations are inevitable. (Ed. note Florida voters will decide on a lottery
Nov. 4). There will be significant sales
growth in 1986 and beyond. Lotteries will
be the most widely played, and in terms
of revenues if not gross wagering, the

dominant form of commercial gambling
in the United States before the end of the
decade.”
While race track people talk about this
tidal wave, the lottery operators are
having discussions too, but theirs are of
a different nature. They are figuring out
how to avoid Gene Christiansen’s
“plateau” and pile up even bigger
figures, and late in August they came up
with their plan.
It calls for creation of a megalottery
with jackpots of $40 million and higher,
and 11 states and the District of Col
umbia have agreed to take part in the
game, which they hope might become
operational as early as fall of 1987. The
new giant combined game received
approval in Kansas City, MO, from the
lottery directors of Connecticut, Dela
ware, the District of Columbia, Illinois,
Iowa, Missouri, New Hampshire, New
York, Ohio, Oregon, West Virginia and
Washington. In several of the states,
including New York and Connecticut,
legislative approval will be necessary,
but it seems simply a formality in view
of current outlooks and attitudes toward
the lotteries. Other states, including
New Jersey, are considering the coali
tion.
Under present planning, the states
would sell the megalottery tickets just as
they do their own, with the monies
pooled into a single jackpot and each
state’s receipts dependant on its sales.
The drawings would be held weekly in
Chicago. It is expected that players
would be asked to correctly pick 6 or
more numbers from a field of “more
than 48.” The states considering the
megagame have a combined poplation of
some 63 million people.
Horse racing thus nas been given fair
warning as to the plans of the lotteries,
and has a year to develop whatever it can
in return. If the industry hopes that
lottery advertising might be limited, the
statistics and recent developments in
New Jersey would seem to dash those
ideas. Advertising expenditures for the
23 operating U .£ lotteries are up 89
percent from two years ago, according
to Gaming and Wagering Business, total
ing $118,5 milion for fiscal 1986 as against
$62.8 million in 1984.

Attention! Horsemen & Breeders...

R IV ER SL EA FA RM
Will conduct a semi-dispersal of weanlings, yearlings, two
year olds and mares in foal in November, at Epping, N.H.
as the farm has been sold. Watch for the update to follow.

Two year old trotter, Careless Blitz wins in the New Hampshire Sire Stakes.The
daughter of Blitzen was under the guidance of Arnold Mlies.

Song Gesture wins the first three year old New Hampshire Sire Stakes pacing
division at Rochester Fair for talented teamster Bill Faucher.

For Sale
Stailion/Race Horse

ROBETROSS
p. 2:01.4
(Albatross-Adioo Bye Bye)
This superb individual is by the premier son of Meadow Skipper and
out of a Bye Bye Byrd dam who has produced:
1 in 1:57
3 in 1:59
8 in 2:05
(All her foals — by six different sires!)
The grand dam, Adioo Time p. 2, 2:05.3 has produced the outstanding
Adioo Bob p. 1:57.4 $333,364 and the Maine campaigner, Press Time
Collins p. 2:01.lh.

For more information contact the Cushing Brothers Stable
at Farmington, Maine.
(207-778-3430)

All Accounting Functions
Income Taxes
Syndications
We Specialize In Horse, Stable and Other Agricultural Enterprises
$$$ Call or Write $$$

HAND OVER ASSOCIATES
P.O. Box 3 N. Monmouth, Maine 04265 Tel. 207-933-4065

V
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SHARLU FARM /OPEN HOUSE
Welcome, one and all, to an Open House at Leverett, Mass, on
Saturday, October 11th and Sunday, October 12th. This will give us
the opportunity to show discriminating buyers a number of the most
select yearlings offered for sale in New England in 1986.
FILUES

4

BEWITCHED SHARLU
(Big Power-Baroness Jan-Baron Hanover)
This impressive Mass. & N.E. eligible filly is out of the
dam of Baron Sharlu who won the Spring Series Trot Final
at Foxboro. To date he is the fastest Mass-Bred three year
old trotter.
BLUSHING SHARLU
(Drill Instructor-Be Attentive-Arnie Almahurst)
This royally bred Mass. & N.E. eligible trot filly is by the
farm stallion, Drill Instructor, the leading Mass. Sire of two
year old trotting speed. Her dam is by the outstanding sire,
Arnie Almahurst.
BREATHLESS SHARLU
(Big Power-Berdicia Hanover-Columbia George)
This outstanding Mass. & N.E. eligible filly is by Big Power
who has made a name for himself throughout New England
as a pacing sire of early speed. The influence of Good Time
on the dams side is also a plus.
PEACHES SHARLU
tBig Power-Patrice Lobell-Nero)
This promising Mass. & N.E. eligible filly is out of the dam
of Complete Power, who has a record of 2:02 as a two year
old pacer this year. He has won six races and finished second
three times in nine starts.
ROYAL SHARLU
(Jamuga-Romeos Rose-Romeo Hanover)
This beautiful pacing-bred filly is eligible to the lucrative
New York Sire Stakes. She has every right to be a winner,
as she is out of the dam of Skir Dhu p .l:57 $120,000+ who
has won numerous Invitations at Foxboro.

Breed With The Leader!
Sharlu Farms
Breed With The Best!

COLTS

DIAMOND SHARLU
(Set Point-Daisy’s Blizzard-Noble Knight)
This impressive pacing-bred New Jersey Eligible colt is the
first foal of the mare, who is by the nation’s leading
broodmare sire. This colt has every right to be competitive
in a state that has shown remarkable progress in the industry.
SMOOTH SHARLU
(Landslide-Susie Sharlu-Bret Hanover)
This outstanding pacing-bred colt is eligible to the fabulous
New York Sire Stakes. He has the credentials to be a money
maker as his dam was a Stakes winner with over $50,000 in
earnings.

TRAVELING SHARLU
(Big Power-Tropical Sis-Race Time)
This handsome Mass. & N.E. eligible pacing-bred colt is
out of a Race Time mare who has produced Power Bob, a
Foxboro winner, and Power Lou, who raced successfully as
a two year old in the Mass. Sire Stakes.

We would also invite you to inspect the
Sharlu Farm stallions at this time.
DRILL INSTRUCTOR — The leading Mass. Sire of early
trotting speed, with more two year olds performing in 1986
than any other sire. His outstanding Baron Sharlu was the
winner of the Spring Finals at Foxboro.
BIG POWER — A pacing stallion with impressive
credentials. He is the sire of Iron Power, Power Bob and
Complete Power with six wins at two and a record of 2:02.
This year his Dr. Bowens has won eight-nine races by open
lengths, including the Mass Fall Series Final.
CUCKOO CLOCK — A royally bred son of Meadow Skipper
whose first foals will be two year olds in 1987. This handsome
stallion has bred more mares than any other Mass, sire to
date.

Dr. Bowens (Big Power - Grateful Jaclyn) wins the Mass Sire Stakes Fall Series Finals Foxboro Raceway.

* < '“ r a r n , y

Breed With The Leader!

>

&

Breed With The Best!

The Record Speaks For Itself
Mark Choper-Resident Farm Manager Phone: (413) 548-9450
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FOXBORO RACEWAY

1 C A P T A IN H E N R Y !
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MASS SIR E STAKES

TWO YEAR OLDS
TROT-FILLIES
$4,350
1. TWILIGHT N
2. Gypsys Warning
3. Supertuesday
4. Helen Sharlu
5. Synchroness
31.4-105.1-137.1-2:10.2
TROT-COLTS
$4,550
1. ROMAN RUSH
2. Randrlll
3. C R Bambino
4. Mushnugget
5. Tactics
6. Meadow Hopper
32.2- 1:04.2-136.2-209.2
PACE-FILLIES
$4,350
1. GENTLE JODY
2. Impish Power
3. Mlles End Shelly
4. She's A Knockout
5. Mollie Skipper
30.3- 1:03-132.2-2:03.4
PACE-FILLIES
$4,470
1. JUDY GUCCI
2. Sharp Lee Catt
3. T H C Ann
4. Cinder Kate
5. I’m Attractive Too
30.3- 1:02.3-1:33.2-2:05.3
PACE-COLTS
$4,650
1. KEEWAYDIN SKIP
2. Complete Power
3. Black Iron
4. Carrollcade
5. Power Bob
.29-59.4-1:30.3-2:02.1
PACE-COLTS
$4,550
1. BOMACS SKIPPER
2. Young Cherub
3. Cortege
4. Rambull
5. Young Boss
29.2- 1:02.2-1:33-2.05
THREE YEAR OLDS
PACE-COLTS
94,550
1. LARCENY
2. Circle’s Gambler
3. Kid Bruno
4. Greggs Charger
5. Bill Balley
28.4- 59.2-1:29.1-2:00.3
PACE-FELLIES
1. SARA’S WILLOW
2. Lavish Candy
3. Treasure Power
4. Fancy Fess
5. Mlles End Carol
29.1:00.4-1:32-2:01.4
PACE-FILLIES
1. CLASSY IMAGE
2. Jovial Jess
3. Proud Fill
4. Elm Street Agnes
5. Leading Queen
31.-1:03.2-1:33.4-2:05
TROT-FILLIES
1. ROMAN BETTINA
2. DG Windsweeper
3. Same Old Story
4. B’s Dream Machine
5. Crane Hill Lucille
32.1- 1:07-139.3-211.1

$4,650

TROT-COLTS
1. CAPTAIN HENRY
2. Dutchmans Overland
31.3- 1:04.2-1:37.1-2:09.1

$4,050

PACE-COLTS
1. DR. BOWENS
2. Angelas Ben
3. Mr Barrett
4. LA Hombre
5. R J Romano
28.1- 101.1-1:31.3-2:01

$4,550

$4,550

$4,350

MASS SIRE STAKES - A Trip To The Fairs
TT*
Sire Stakes
GREENFIELD FAIR
Show Continued Growth
It is accurate to say that the Massa
chusetts Sire Stakes program was an
unwanted child, wandering with the hope
of finding acceptance back in the late
1960’s. Time has tested the program, but
has also been good to it. From its
original value of $50,000 in 1967-68, the
Bay State’s Standardbred Sire Stakes
now boasts of an annual value of $600,000
with expectations for another six figures
in 1987.
“We’re very proud and pleased with
the growth of the Mass. Sire Stakes,”
notes Supervisor of Standardbred Equine
Division Bob Bennett. “The program has
really come into its own. You think back
to those early years when even the
tracks and horsemen’s organizations
weren’t sure about wanting us. Now you
see us racing for $27,000 or $30,000 purses
in division finals and this year enjoy
watching the program’s first sub-two
minute performances.
“We have some outstanding sires in
the Commonwealth,” said Bennett, “in
all, we have 66 stallions registered in the
program, in 1985 we had 380 foals
registered.”
We think of the racing, and for good
reason. But, the Mass. Sine Stakes keeps
farms in operation and preserves open
spaces and agricultural lands. The farms
collect stud fees, boarding bills and
breed the mares for racing or sales.
There is a positive impact upon agricul
ture and the economy resulting from our
program,’’adds Bennett.
Operating under the Massachusetts
Department of Food and Agriculture, the
Standardbred Equine Division has evol
ved into its present state via two

legislative acts in 1981 and 1985.
With funding at the core of any
successful sire stake program, the
Massauchestts stakes became solvent
with the ’81 racing bill that, in part, set
aside one half of one percent of the
State’s take of the handle for the purpose
of funding the Mass. Sire Stakes, in 1985
when the harness racing picture in the
Commonwealth was reeling and rocking
on a downward spiral, the rescue pack
age contained another one-half of one
percent for the sire stakes.
“There has been some confusion over
the years as to where the sire stakes
monies come from” explained Bennett.
“Horsemen should not be concerned at
all. The stakes monies come from the
State’s share of the handle- and not out
of the horsemen’s share of the handle.
Everett Beals prepares Ensign Sharlu who finished second to Dr. Bowens in
Furthermore, there isn’t any money
2:01.2.
This three year old colt by Nevele Leader has earned over $13,000. in
coming off the top for salaries or
the
Stakes.
administrative costs. The money al
located to the sire stakes goes exclusive
ly for purses, trophies and advertising in
Hoof Beats and Northeast Harness
News. As for our blankets, they are
made of 100% Massachuestts wool
purchased from sheep farms in the
Commonwealth. It is consistent with
promoting agriculture in the State,” said
Bennett.
The Mass. Sire Stakes agenda is in full
bloom and will extend through a lucra
tive conclusion the first week in October
at Foxboro.
“The breeding is improving in the
Commonwealth and you can see the
results on the race track,” said Bennett.
“The Mass. Sire Stakes have come a long
way.”
S.O.A. NEWS

Officials at Greenfield: F. McGee, Pres. Judge — A. Tinkham, Assoc. Judge
V. Rooney, Assoc. Judge — D. Stevenson, Chartist — R. Chapin, Race Sec. ■
B. Chapin, Clerk — B. Dumas, Starter.
in the twelth race, trotter Local Seven (Steve Leblanc) leads to the 1:04 half, but
is defeated by Twilight N (Art Nason in the 2:08.1 mile for two year olds.

Dr. Brielman, the track vet draws blood from contestants for sampling as Bob
Al Pineault, Don and Andre Guidette unharness on cross ties between the tv
trailers. Good weather prevalled making Greenfield one of the “Fun Fairs.”
Bennett. Sire Stakes Director, observers.
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Little Brown Jug

— The Inside Story.

By Robert Lowell
DELAWARE, OHIO - Rain swept
through the Ohio Valley on the third
Thursday of September postponing the
Little Brown Jug for a day.
It was only the fourth time in the history
of the race that it had to be postponed.
With fans waiting faithfully under um
brellas in a soaking rain, horsemen
gathered in the lobby of the log cabin.
While racing officials met behind closed
doors pondering the decision to postpone
the day’s program, horsemen drank
coffee and swapped stories.
With rain coming down on the outside,
the inside story was interesting. Jug
publicity director Wil Kilburger
proceeded to tell Herb McKenney and
yours truly how the Jug got started.
It seems that in those days, anyone here
in Delaware County could join the Fair
Association for a buck. So a few resi
dents recruited about 75 people to join.
According to Kilburger, the fair was held
at a neighboring town.
His group went to the annual meeting, “
out-voted the farmers” and moved the
fair to the city of Delaware. Then
Kilburger elaborates, “There was a big
horse sale in St. Louis in those days and
Joe Neville went down there and conned
the Grand Circuit officials into giving
Delaware dates.”
They had a contest to name their feature
race and a man from Mt. Vernon, Ohio,
entered the name Little Brown Jug.
Kilburger says, “It was named after a
turn of the century pacer.” Later they
added the theme song Little Brown Jug
and Voila! This year’s 41st renewal of
the classic was won by Barberry Spur.
AIter a local contractor bullt the track
here, the Jug preview was held in 1944
and 1945 and the first jug in 1946.
While the weather man didn’t cooperate
this year on Thursday track man Wayne
Byus had the red clay surface honed to
perfection on Wednesday for the Jugette,
the fllly companion piece. The following
morning, they were still buzzing about
George Sholty’s victory with Annfecrombie in 1:56 3/5.
Aime Choquette, Del Miller’s retired
trainer, told the Northeast Harness
News, “George Sholty can drive for me
anytime.”

And how about Johnny Simpson’s Ever
glade Hanover who equalled the world s
record for three year old trotting flllles
in 1:57 4/5 in the Old Oaken Bucket.
With everyone anxiously looking out
window, Bob Steele who is the presiding
judge here asked us how everything was
in Skowhegan. He recalled being the
general manager at Hinsdale about
twenty years ago.
Veteran trotting horse trainer Ned
Bower came in and chatted about the old
days. Looking up on the wall adorned
with photos of drivers, Bower reflected,
“I raced with those fellows, many of
them are gone.”
Bower who bridges the gap between the
old timers and the new generation
remembers, “Henry Thomas-he’d put a
wheel right under you. Then he’d say- sit
still boy you’re alright.” Bower con
tinues, “Henry helped me with The
Intruder ( a Hambletonian winner).”
Thomas W. Murphy was Bower’s stable
advisor when he trained the Allwood
Stable. Bower says, “He had great hands
at 78. When he hit one which he rarely
did, it was like a rifle going off.”
Tom Berry? Bower continues, “He was
fearless, even as an old man. I have his
picture hanging in my office. It was a
great era of horsemen.”
Then there was Mrs. Olin Davis of
Harrington, Delaware talking about how
much the business has changed in late
seasons.
The Jug draws people from all facets of
racing. They come here to see something
special. Maine’s native son Walter Case
was asked to drive in the Jug this year.
He told the Northeast Harness News, the
day before the Jug, “It’s the prestiege....it’s the greatest thing in the
world.”
Even drivers who are not competing in
the classic come annually. Mickey
McNichol who drove in the Jugette had
to fly out Friday morning, but said at the
airport that if the Jug were postponed
until Sunday, he’d fly back.
That’s the kind of race it is. The second
leg of pacing’s triple crown, it’s racing’s
crown jewel.
Editor: Case because of the post
ponement did not drive Mr. Rodeo Drive
as scheduled.

Horses Boarded
Excellent Care — Low Rates
(Free transportation within 100 miles)
Call: 413-527-7303 after 5:00 P.M.)

Jug Winner - Barberry Spur
By ROBERT
Bill O’Donnell who said “ AIter all that
rain..I had my bags packed,” reined
favored Barberry Spur to a straight twoheat victory in this year’s Little Brown
Jug.
The pair captured the second division
of the first heat in 1:53.1 keeping Cash
Asset and Tommy Haughton at bay.
J .J .’s Citation finished third for Ron
Waples. O’Donnell praised the track
crew saying, “The track was just as fast
as last year. This is a great horse.”
Haughton commented following the
second division, “There was just too
much power and speed up front for us.”
Barberry Spur cut it out with fractions
of 28.1, 57.1, and 1:25.2. Haughton sat
parked out second with Sherman
Almahurst during the mile.
In the first division, Amity Chef
proved his mettle closing from sixth at
the top of the stretch to win in 1:55 for
John Campbell. Souffle and Ben Webster

Young Meadow Farm
September 1, 1986

Sales Results
YOUNG BONNIE
(Charo’s Skipper-Armbro Bonita)
R. Story, Monson, MA.
YOUNG KAREN
(Charo’s Skipper-Ata Karen)
R. Story, Monson, Mass.
YOUNG MERCHANT
(Artie’s Dream-Ata Nan Time)
F. LaFlash, Rockdale, Ma.
YOUNG GYPSY
(Fortune Teller-Champagne Girl)
R. Stoiy, Monson, Mass.
YOUNG ALBY
(Icarus Lobell-Chin Bit)
R. Story, Monson
REBEL CltOWN
(Yankee Bambino-Crown’s Lady)
C. Kuizioras, Westminster, Ma.
ZANY SPARKLER
(Crvsta’s Star-Finicky Bambino)
Old Tavern Farm, Brookfield, Ma.
IONA’S GIRL
(Travis Lobell-Iona Senator)
B. Cooper, Saratoga Springs, New York
YOUNG PEARL
(Charo’s Skipper-Laperla)
F. LaFlash, Rockdale, Ma.
PAT HARVEY
(Jamuga-Lauri F.)
W. Ferrero
UNNAMED
(Charo’s Skipper-L.G. Adios)
F. Polak, Mansfield, Mass.
BAY PIRATE
(Yankee Bambino-Lorlis)
W. Hamilton, Hinsdale, N.H.
YOUNG AN BAD
(Copter Lobell-Luv Paloma)
R. Story, Monson, Mass.
YOUNG FARE
(Copter Lobell-Lynnie)
R. Story, Monson, Mass.
TUFTS MERRY MATRON
(Cavalcade-Matron)
P. & P. Vamvilis, Somerts, Ct.
YOUNG JUSTICE
(Justin Passing-Meadow’s Possum)
S. Zombick, Ginton, NY
TUFTS SPRING JOY
(Calalcade-Queenly Joy)
J. Kemp RRS, E. Pepperall. Ma.
YOUNG AND FAMOUS
(Fame-Queen Towner)
R. Story, Monson, Mass.
YOUNG CHARO
(Charo’s Skipper-Random Ellie)
R. Mignano, Yonkers, N.Y.
YOUNG SPY
(Secret Service-S A Robin)
P. Richard, Leominster, Ma.
T’S SNOWBIRD
(TNT’s Bambino-Snow Flurry)
W. Marshall. Harrisville, R.l.
YOUNG CALLER
(Jamuga-Will Call Dexter)
W. Letendre, Spencer, Ma.
STEAMING TORCH
(Olympic Torch-Steam Heat)
C. Kuizioras, Westminster, Ma.
WILL CALL DEXTER
(Dexter Hanover-Armbro Lucy)
W. Shea, Bondsville, Ma.
ARMBRO BABS
(Steady Star-Armbro Uppish)
B. Flynn, Westboro, Mass.
PROBLEM CHILD
(Speedy Rodney-Keystone Leslie)
C. Chamberlin, Springvale, Me.
BORDER ANGEL
(Texas-Lively Anne)
J. Rizzitana, Groton, Ma.
AIMOS S
(Ayres-Meadow Veronica)
J. DiStephano, Greenfield, Mass.
TOPSY LOBELL
(Adios-Tarsus)
V. Wheeler, Hudson, Ma.
PARENTAL CONSENT
(Brisco Hanover-Byes Pamela)
R. Story, Monson, Ma.
CRANE HILL MINT
(Roman Key-Cloverly Star)
L. Atchison, Middlebury, Ct.
LADY CARDINAL B
(Cool Wind-Fly Fly Darlin)
R. Merton Stables, Hinsdale, N.H.
MISS GLORY DAYS
(Nevele Leader-Miss Star Bullet)
A. Delmanico. Gardner, Ma.
NIRVANA HANOVER
(Ayres-Nora Almahurst)
L. Burres, Westfield, Ma.
PIM ROMAN GODDESS
(Roman Key-Noble Deal)
P. Welcome, West Chesterfield, N.H.
(Horses not listed were out)

LOWELL
set the pace with panels in 28.3, 56.4,1:26
and came up just a length short at the
wire. Laughs was third for Chris Boring.
In the final. Barberry Spur who drew
the rail in both heats, wired the field in
1:52.4. At the quarter in 27.3, and the half
in 56.4 Webster sat second with Souffle,
while Laughs and Boring were third. But
Campbell had Amity Chef out fourth at
the half with Cash Asset and Haughton
fifth on the outside. The field reached the
three quarters in 1:25.2 but Barberry
Spur was not to be denied. Amity Chef
settled for second & Souffle was third.
O’Donnell who won the classic last
year with Nihilator said following the
second heat, “la m happy because it is
always the greatest thrill to win in
Delaware.”
Editor: Our thanks to Frank Shan
non of the Little Brown Jug who
mailed us the charts and the quotes.

BARBERRY SPUR (Dick Stillings)

$600
$1,300
$2,500
$1,800
$6,000
$2,600
$900
$1,000
$2,600
$2,100
$1,500
$1,800
$3,000
$6,200
$3,000
5,000
$2,400
$6,000
$5,700
$2,200
$1,600
$3,000
$1,000
$1,800
$2,500
$600
$1,500
$400
$500
$700
$300
$600
$400
$700
$200
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NEW ENGLAND
SULKY CHAMPIONSHIP
1986
3 yr.-Old New England Bred
Colt Pacers-Filly Pacers-Trotters
NH.-MA.-VT.-ME.-Sire Stakes
Point System
2. 25
3. 12
4. 8

1. 50

5. 5

Points Still To Be Determined From Participating Stakes.
Finals: Sunday, Oct. 26th To Be Raced At: Foxboro Raceway
Purses And Time To Be Announced

TROTTERS
STATE
Mass
Mass
Maine
Maine
Maine
Maine
Maine

HORSES NAME
1st 2nd
PERFECT SHARLU
1 1
PARADE REST j0*J£?T “ 0
0
CHINBRO KNOX BREN
0\ 1
KNOTCH HILL SIS
•
*7
3
NONESUCH SPLENDOR
0 0
RACE M E RtCHARD
1 1
OAK RIDGE DEDA
0 0

/jv
STATE
Maine
Maine
Maine
Maine
Maine
Mass.
Mass.
Mass.
NH.
VT.
VT.

\

3rd
0
1
§
0
4
IV
0

4th
2
0
1
0
2
0
0

5th POINTS
2
101
3
27
5
38
0
425
S
77
0
4
/ 20 V

TIME

2:08
,*7 2:09

COLT PACERS

HORSES NAME
B B HERITAGE
CHINBRO SUPER KNOX
FIRECRACKER GEORGE
U N MAR WILLIE
ROMIE’S SUPER JET
R.J. ROMANO
GREGGS CHARGER
ENSIGN SHARLU
„ .
FRANK’S DREAM, .
^
GOOD TIME TOM
MANCHESTER EXPRESS

1st 2nd 3rd 4th
0 1
1
0
1 0
1
2
1 1 33 2 00
3 3 11 2 00
0 0 4 1*
3
4 4 \1
1
1 0
22 *
1
1
3
83 4 0 1
1
0 r,0
0
0
2 0
00 22
'' 0 2 3 2

5th
0
3
5
o0 j
3
1
0
0
1
2
1

POINTS
37
93
174
190
199
71
242
169
258
13
84
107

TIME
2:04.3
2:03.4
2:05.4
1:03.2
?:06
2:06
3:01.3
2:01.3
(2:04
2:04
|22:00
:0 0
2:07.1
|I 2:03
J 2:04

PACERS
f FILLY PACERS

TIME
1st 2nd
2nd3rd
3rd4th
4th 5th
5th POINTS'
POINTS ■ TIME
STATE HORSES NAME
JX/ 1st
2:02
0 0
99 00 0
Maine
HONEY’S BEST
450
2
2:05.1
5
1
0
0
Maine
M&K’S DREAM
0 5
1
153
2:06.3
2 11
11 33 0
Maine
RACE M E TONIGHT
146
Maine
SARAH BLY
00 00 3
70
2:04.3
3 2 /
22 ,11 fc 0
2:04.4
Mass.
AERIAN G A t
1 0
133
%
2:05
0
Mass.
CLASSY IMAGE
1
4
0
0
0
0
150
m
2:03.4
Mass. KATHY B. QUICK
Ii ift. J,10O t t 11 2
9292
2:03.4
88 00 00 0 1
405
2:01.2
Mass.
SARAH’S WILLOW
2:02.4
287
3
0
Mass.
LAVISH CANDY
3 55 11 0
204
2:03.3
Mass.
MILES END CARROL
33 11 22 0 1
2:03.3
NH.
SONG GESTURE
1
2
0
0
0
100
100
1 2 0

(List as of Sept. 20th - Subject to errors.)

For information contact:
Robert Ferland
207-698-1302
or
Mark Lydon
617-543-5331
Draw Wed., Oct. 22 for Sun., Oct. 26
No entry fees
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Thanks to one and all who helped make 1986 another banner
season at.... SCARBOROUGH DOWNS
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SCARBOROUGH DOWNS has been operated b y the Dav-Ric Corpor1ation for the p a st eight years. We have been very successful in the harness
racing business. This facility has progressed to the poin t where i t is
im perative to SHIFT FROM A PART-TIM E OPERATION to one o f m ore
enduring status.
In order to continue to perform satisfactorily, i t is necessary to maintain
. continuity in the m arketplace. The m ore sophisticated we becom e the
m ore im portant i t is to offer extended em ploym ent to p ro tect our
investm ent. Our com puter operators, dining personnel, sales staff, m utuel '■
workers, track em ployees and Horsemen alike, are an integral p a rt o f
the work force th at would benefit from A N EXPANDED DATE
SCHEDULE.
Sim ply said, we are experiencing growing pains sim ilar to those
surrounding us in southern Maine. I t is our hope th at the M aine Harness ,
Racing Commission w ill recognize our pligh t and grant us the right that
other industries take for granted....TH E OPPORTUNITY TO WORK
AND PROSPER.
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We thank you for your continued support in the past, and
assure you that we will be dedicated to progress in the future!

Where Do We Go From Here?
The Downs is closed, the Fair-circuit
is at an end for another year. Once again
the members of the harness-racing com
munity face the annual task of surviving
another winter in New England. A
winter filled with little, if any racing
opportunity for most, thanks to very few
racing-dates, and the addition of new
track laws which all but eliminate any
activity for the bulk of area horses.
As in all past seasons, the cheaper
horses face the reality of one start every
two to three weeks in Maine. The
streamlined schedule in Central Maine
offers little solace towards most owners,
many of whom have faced up to reality
in recent weeks, with over 150- horses
having departed from Scarborough
Downs alone, due to the total lack of
racing opportunity come September and
October in the Pine Tree State.
Old favorites such as Kawartha Irish,
Blithe Image, Sinful Rae, and Matas
Madora have long since been trucked
down the Maine Turnpike, followed
closely by Magic Chief, Slias, Ticket
Home and Feux Foliet. With any luck
they went with the Amish into the
Pennsylvania hills, but for many others
it marked a long trip direct to those
dreaded “killers.” In past years this
subject was always kept hidden from
news releases. It’s not a pretty sight to
see these old warhorses taking that last

ride after a career at the races here in
Maine. Without an opportunity to com
pete, the simple facts are that the
owners cannot continue to support these
horses from September to May, without
racing opportunities.
The recent reduction in the Qualifying
Time at Lewiston Raceway has helped to
ship other local favorites such as
Nebulous, Native Tad, Bonnie Rebel, and
Ni on down the road, with the next
truckload including Game Brent, D .J.’S
Special. Amies Raker, and Tabriz, never
again to face the Cali from the Starter.
The horsemen take their $200. to $400.
from their sales and then wonder what
the next Ruling will mean to their
survival within the sport of hamess
racing.
Through it all the Scarborough Downs
management continues to plead for more
racing dates, more opportunities for both
the horsemen and the track to continue
to grow and prosper. Those cheaper
horses, who have meant so much to the
success story at the Downs, could
perhaps have been saved at last year’s
“Date Requests” Meeting, but it was not
to be. We now move forward to the
upcoming October 23rd Date hearings,
with the hope that the same story isn’t
being written a year from now, “Same
Place, Same Date, Different Names” ?
A recent conversation between two

horsemen included the following, “So
what if they loaded four vans with horses
last week at Scarborough Downs, they
were only $1,000-Claimers and NonWinners of $500! Who needs them any
way” ? We can only assure you that
Scarborough Downs needs them, and has
always welcomed them in the Entry
Box. They have been, over the past few
seasons, the backbone of our racing
industry here in Maine. Those callous
horsemen, who ship in occasionally so
steal a purse or two, obviously have no
interest in the survival of harness-racing
here in Maine.
The thought here is that the local
horsemen have a serious survival prob
lem on there hands, should Scarborough
Downs go “belly-up” as a Lewiston
Management-member insinuated recent
ly. Where does that leave the industry in
regard to the future? Do you seriously
think that Lewiston can handle $17.4Mlilion in a summer season? Do you
think they would cater to the needs of a
fragile industry? They have already
answered that question with those recent
rulings which helped to load those vans
in such plentiful supply!
The sport as we now know it, and have
enjoyed it for the past eight years, is at
a serious “cross-roads” ! There is no

BY LLOYD F. JOHNSON,
Director of Racing
“middle ground” to stand on as we face
an uncertain future. That future wlil be
decided in Augusta at the annual Date
Hearings, which get underway on Octo
ber 23rd. Again the Downs wlil seek
those much needed additional racing
opportunities, both for itself, and for the
competing horsemen. As has been stated
in the past, it’s a “team venture” at
Scarborough Downs, and it wlil take a
tremendous “ team effort” to gain that
needed ground in Augusta.
Without extra racing-dates in 1987,
Scarborough Downs will surely “beliyup” , and along with it will go the bull,
of the harness racing participants. Just
think of the possibilities; this year truck
loads of $1,000 claimers, next year
$l,500’s, and the year after perhaps even
those $2,000’s. The show will be left to
the very rich, back to those “dosed
shop” days prior to 1979. The “Back
Room” decision process will once again
be instituted, and for the most part, you
will not have a say in the decision
making process. There will be one final
opportunity in Augusta, at the Date
hearings, on October 23rd. What Have
You Got to Lose?? 122- racing dates!
$17.4 Million Dollars in Purse Money.’
This is your last chance to continue the
progress that we have had within the
sport during the past eight seasons!

